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FOR TIE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON, NO. XVI. 





THE DUTY OF PROMOTING PEACE. 
ob St. Malihew, v. 9 


- Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called the children of God.” 


Ir is a peculiar excellence of our holy religion, that it aims at 
once to elevate man’s nature, and secure his happiness, both in this 
world and the next. ‘lo these great ends, all its instructions are 
directed ; and the accoinplishment of either of thein is the promo- 
tion of the rest. This is eminently the case with all those precepts, 
| whose object and tendency is to remove from our nature, the opera- 
ay tion and existence of the contentious and malevolent passions.— 
M — Who is not struck with this high scope of Chrisuiau morality, when 
| he ponders that passage of our Saviour’s sermon on the Mount— 
“ Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called the ehildren 
of God” —a passage of holy writ, worthy my brethren, of attentive 
consideration ; whether we regard its author or importance ; its re- 
spect to the pleasure of the Almighty—the character of man—the 
well being of society, or the happiness of individuals. In diseours- 
ing from it, we will shew, in the first place, who are the peace ma- 
kers, and inthe second place, will illustrate their blesseduess. 

We mav first observe, that they are peace makers who are peace- 
able themselves—who endeavour to repress mm their bosoms the an- 
cry and revengetul passions, and cherish toe meck and forgiving, 
the gentle and compassionate dispositions, which are the parents 
and protectors of peace. Such, by the soft answer, will turn away 
wrath. Such, by a holy forbearance, are caretul to add no fuel to 
the kindling flame, but leave it, unfed, by vengeful retaliatious, and 
unfanned by rash revilings, if haply, without this excitement, it may 
subside and expire. Such have learnt from the lessons of heavenly 
wisdom, and from the example of the Lord of Glory, and from the 
declarations of unerring experience, and from the motions and sug- 
zestions of the Holy Spirit, that there is grace and dignity, virtue 
and satisfaction, in a peaceable, forgiving and benevolent temper. 
hey, therefore, meet with paticnce the wrongs of an evil world, 
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and avoid, assiduously, the words and the deeds, whereby others 
may be injured or offended. They are anxious, by reasonable cop. 
descension, to preserve or restore amity between themselves and 
their fellow-beings, wherever it has been unhappily interrupted. [f 
in an evil hour, anger has gained entrance into their bosoms, they 
love it not—they indulge it not—they suffer it not to become impe- 
tuous nor implacable—they seek eagerly in the temple of peace for 
the means with which they may exorcise the evil passions aud restore 
equanimity and benevolence to their souls. Such a peace maker 
was Abraham, when he said unto Lot, “ let there be no strife, I pray 
thee, between thee and me, and between thy herdmen and my herd- 
men, for we are brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? |; 
thou wilt go to the left hand, then I will take the right, but if thoy 
wilt take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” Such a peace 
maker was Joseph, when he kissed his injurious brethren, and wep: 
upon them, and said, ‘‘ now, therefore, be not grieved nor angry 
with yourselves that ye sold me, hither; fear ye not; 1 will nou- 
rish you and your little ones.”” Such a peace maker was our blessed 
Lord, as in all his forbearance and patience towards his enemies, so 
especially when he said to his disciples, who would have avenged 
for him the uncourteousness and inhospitality of the Samaritans, 
by calling duwn upon them fire from heaven—*t ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of; for the son of man ts not come to des- 
troy men’s lives, but to save them.”” And such peace makers are al 
those, who, under the influence of divine grace have subdued th 
pride and animosities of their hearts ; and possess, cherish, and ex- 
hibit, in their thoughts and conduct, an aversion to every species of 
malevolence ; and a desire, if it be possible, as much as lieth in 
them,.to live peaceably with all men. 

But not only they, who are peaceable themselves, are peace ina- 
kers. The character belongs also to those amiable and benevoleu' 
beings, who delight to promote peace and good will among other: 
On this world of opposing interests, and inordinate passions, tli 
waters will be often ruffled by the crossing of men’s motions, ani 
the eagerness of their pursuit.. The tempest, however, would tre- 
quently subside, and al] things return to their usual course, but for 
the unhappy beings who delight, sometimes with an invisible, sonie- 
times with a visible agency, to muunt upon the winds, and exci 
and prolong the storm. They bear backward and forward the tr 
tating tale. They foment the rising strife. They carry nourish- 
ment, and provoke to action all the offspring of discord. Throug! 
restlessness, or indolence, or malignity, they busy themselves in th 
gale, thoughtless alike of the wickedness of their employment, an¢ 
of the misery and destruction which it may occasion. Not so the 
persons whom our Lord pronounces blessed. These ure afflictec 
by the prevalence of strife among any of the family of God. The; 
love harmony among men. It is their care to suppress, in silence, 
whatever would produce hatred in one towards another. They 'e- 
joice to bring together those, whom variance had placed at an unba- 
tural distance. It is their virtuous employment to allay the fervour 
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of rising passion ; to soften the aspect of supposed injury ; to explain 
away the mistaken apprehension of other’s wrong ; to bring into 
view the loveliness and advantages of peace; and to kindle anew 
the expiring spark of natural affection, of Christian charity, and of 
conscientious duty. Like the ministering spirits of heaven, they 
descend to scenes, foreign to their nature and habits, for the promo- 
tion of good. Peace they represent, and the pleasures and honors 
of peace they love to diffuse. No act of theirs widens the avenue 
through which enmity has entered any one’s heart. There falls 
from them no fire to kindle the combustibles, which accident or 
passion may have brought together. But, on the contrary, to remove 
the inflammable materials, and to heal the breach, are the offices to 
which they apply themselves. In their work, no affected superiority 
nor arrogant Officiousness is seen, but heavenly undissembled be- 
nignity. They come, like the sunbeams of noon, to chase away the 
blackness of the skies and the horrors of the storm, and to restore 
pleasantness and joy to the scene of its beholders. Such a peace 
maker was Moses, when he saw two of his brethren striving toge- 
ther, and if they had been docile, would have set them at one. Such 
a peace maker was the beautiful and prudent Abigail, when she in- 
terposed between the provocations of her churlish husband, and the 
resentment of David, and by her judicious expostulations calmed 
the anger of the injured chief, and appeased the indignation 
which might have covered Carmel with blood. Such a peace maker 
also, was Jesus Christ, in all the injunctions and motives to forbear- 
ance, forgiveness and love, which he has left with his followers, but 
most especially, when he came down from heaven to reconcile, by 
his mediation and sacrifice of himself, offending man to his offend- 
ed God. And such peace makers are all they, who, excited by his 
heavenly example, and actuated by his benevolent spirit, endeavor 
by their prudence, and their advice, and their mediation to prevent, 
to appease, the contentions of their brethren, and to reconcile those 
to each other whom variance has deprived of the pleasures of amity 
and the blessings of peace. 

In these two classes of peace makers, which I have described, all 
who are entitled to the character may be comprehended. Let us, 
now, consider the peculiar blessedness predicated of them in the 
text. They shall be called the children of God. 

When it is said in scripture, ‘‘ my house shall be called the house 
of prayer,” the meaning is, aécording to the idiom of the Hebrew 
language, my house shall be the house of prayer. In like manner, 
in this passage, when itis said, ‘“‘ the peace makers shall be called 
the children of God,” the import of the words is, they shall be the 
children of God. And this beatitude implies, in the first place, a 
likeness fh them to the Most High. They resemble the blessed 
source of all perfection. They partake of his nature, and therefore 
are his children. If we advert to the information we have concern- 
ing God, in his word and works, especially to the light of the know- 
ledge of his glory, which we are permitted to behold in the face of 
Jesus Christ, we shall immediately perceive that a freedom from 
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envy, hatred and malice, and a preservation and promotion of eooq 
will towards all men, are essential features in every charaetey thar 
bears resemblance to the divine nature. Nothing can render yo) 
more unlike to God than the qualities of the childrea of Contention, 
They are impatient of wrong or neglect: He is long suffering. The, 
are quickly offended and ungrateful: He is slow to anger, and kiya 
to the evil and unthankful. ‘They cannot overlook small and yp. 
consequential offences. He forgives the most ungrateful and hye. 
nous crimes, They hold and defend the banner of discord: Hy 
waves forever in his hand thé banner of love. They meditate wit) 
gratification the perplexities of their adversaries ; yea, they go for), 
to imbrue their hands with the blood of their enemies: he yearns 
with compassion overthe miseries of his foes; yea, he comes dow, 
from heaven, and clothes himself with flesh, that he may give hj. 
own life for their salvation. They, when they catmot wreak thei: 
vengeance upon their enemies, do, in the secret recesses of thei 
bosoms, indulve themselves in cursing and bitterness: he, when his 
enemies have accomplished their ill will towards him, pours out his 
soul unto death tntheir behalf, and expends his last breath in pray- 
ers for their forgiveness. What a contrast. Surely they are no 
born of God. They are not the children of our Father who js iy 
heaven. All offspring partake of the nature of their parents. Thy 
children of God must be “ long suffering’—cherishers of compas- 
sion, abounding in good will towards every creature. The lovers 
of concord themselves, and promoters of it among others, they re- 
semble the Most High—and blessed are they im this resemblance. 
What higher ‘elevation can there be of their nattre ? What surer 
foundation of safety and felicity? They shall be called the chil- 
dren of God. Having wrought this character in them, the Almighty 
will own and love them. Whemhe sees in them the traces of bis 
own image; when he beholds in them the spirit and semblance of 
his beloved Son, they may be sure ofhis choicest benedictions and 
fondest regard. 

This leads me to observe, that these are privileges belonging to 
the children of God, of which the beatitude in the text, implies that 
the lovers and promoters of peace shall be partakers. ‘To them 
shall be given the portion of God’s sons—grace and peace here, and 
glory hereafter. 

- Purchased for them by the death of Christ, and secured to them 
by the promise of the Father, there belongs to the children of God, 
the rich endowment of grace in this present life ; and it would seem 
that the dispesition we have been contemplating is necessary to 
qualify us for its full operation, and to give’scope for its joy. Ever 
man under the influence ef angry and contentious passions, wil! 
find his own bosom disquieted, his progress in holiness iffterrupted 
or abated, and the beams of the light of his Creators countenance 
intercepted and obscured. The reason of this is, the contrariety ©! 
his temper to the spirit of God. It will not associate itself with such 
unhallowed passions. Into a malicious soul it will not enter, no! 
dwell in a body which is subject unto sin; the holy spit of dise!- 
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line will flee deceit, and remove from thoughts that are without un- 
jerstanding, and will not abide when unrighteousness cometh in. 
it is with the meek and gentle spirit that this holy comforter de- 
\ights to dwell. When he descended from the place of his glory, 
he came not in the form ofa vulture, but like a dove; and they 
who would have him for the inmate of their bosoms, and enjoy his 
-ommunion and fellowship, must partake of the mild and aflection- 
ate qualities for which the dove is distinguished. He will fly from 
the rancorous breast. Contentious passions will disturb him and 
drive him away. It is to the children of Ged only that he is given 
as their portion ; and you have seen, that in the hkeness of the Al- 
wighty, which distinguishes his children, the love of peace is an 
indispensable feature. With them alone does grace abide. To 
them, so long as they retain their character, is the perpetuity and 
sufficiency of it sealed. And let no man estimate lightly this their 
peculiar blesSing. It is the source of sanctification, of safety, and 
of joy.. To procure the restoration of it to the souls of men, from 
whom judgment would have taken it away, the Son of God became 
our mediator, and expiated our sins with his blood, Without it, no 
pure holiness can be attained—no satisfactory, permanent happi- 
ness can be found. It is the soul’s sunshine—the source of its light, 
and life, and cheerfulness. Let it be withdrawn, and the spirit will 
Ae overclouded, the thoughts confused, conscience bewildered, the 
Sathway of duty obscured and deserted, and the bosom exposed to 
‘the incursion and ravages of awful inquietude, noxious passions, 
remorseful apprehensions, and powerful temptations. But where 
it abides, there is knowledge, there is serenity, there is hope and 
joy, there is progressive holiness, there is peace and sure salvation. 
Yea, with this grace, which is the portion of God’s children in this 
life, is connected every Christian felicity. They unto whom it is 
given have the loving favour of the Lord. Itis to them a source of 
attainments and joys, of advantages and hopes, which only such as 
have received the spirit of adoption can have and appreciate—puri- 
fying and sustaining them in their earthly pilgrimage; and sealing 
them unto the day, of redemption, Sweet, in an especial manner, 
is the complacency, which, under its sanction and influence, is dif- 
fused through the bosoms of the peace makers. It owns, applauds, 
matures, and crowns their heavenly temper. ‘They have in it, the 
spirit itself, bearing witness with their own spirits that they are the 
children of God. And heneceythat conscious satisfaction, that in- 
ward approbation, that peaceful joy, which recompense in the Chris- 
tian bosom, the love and pursuit-of peace here, and are a pledge 
and foretaste of its blessedness hereafter. 

For, we have further to observe, that not only grace and peace in 
this life are the portion of those who are children of God, but also 
inheritance in his heavenly kingdom. Christ does in this beatitude 
hold out to the lovers and promoters of peace, a promise of parti- 
cipation im the glories of the better world. And this he does, be- 
cause, since fallen nature is querulous and contentious, the peace 
maker has evidence that the spirit of the gospel has purified his 
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heart. This he does, because that grace which is given to those 
who, in this lovely tract, resemble the Almighty, may well be cy. 
pected to perfect them also in every good word and work. Thijs }, 
does, because the virtue to which the beatitude is annexed is pec, 
liarly pleasing to the Majesty of heaven, and absolutely necess,,, 
to qualify our nature, both for the occupations and joys of the ¢«. 
lestial courts, In those holy regions, all is unity, benevolence, ayq 
love. ‘No jarring passions can there be found—no note of discord 
is ever heard. If we could imagine for a moment, a contentious 
spirit to have gained admittance, what could be more uneasy thay 
his situation. The angels would frown upon him; the spirits of 
the just made perfect would avoid him} the consciousness of })\, 
deformity would fill him with confusion; when be heard that voice 
of the Lord God, which fills all heaven with joy, he would be filled 
with terror and amazement; like guilty Adam, amidst the serenity. 
and safety, and delights of Paradise, he would be seized with trem. 
bling, and strive to Inde him from his Maker’s inspection. Buy 
what spirit, or what disposition of any spirit can in heaven be hid! 
The Holy Sovereign of that pure and peaceful realm would com- 
mand his servants to take the intruder and cast him into outer darh.- 
ness, to dwell with spirits congenial with himself. It is on accoun’ 
of the necessity of a forgiving and merciful temper, to obtain us the 
forgiveness of God, and qualify us for the pleasures of heaven, thar¥ 
so much stress is laid on it in the Gospel of the Redeemer. Tot 
have any inheritance in the kingdom of glory, men must be made, 
by adoption, children of God—and to be his children, such as he 
will own, embrace and reward, they must be lovers and protectors 
of concord and good will. ‘To those who are such, there is a rich 
inheritance of happiness secured. For all their meekness, forbear- 
ance, and kindness, which they have exercised amidst the wrongs 
and crosses of this disordered world, they shall be recompensed a 
thousand fold, in the tranquil and harmonious regions of heavenly 
bliss. For if they are children, then are they heirs—heirs of God: 
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 

I have now stated who are peace makers, viz. those who are 
peaceable themselves, and those who are restorers and promo- 
ters of peace among others. I have also set before you an illustra- 
tion of their blessedness, viz. that they are, and shall be owned by 
him to be the children of God, and shall inherit the peculiar privi- 
leges of his children, viz. grace here, and glory hereafter. 1 am 
sensible, my brethren, that it is an arduous duty to which I have 
called your attention ; but it is a duty, to which are annexed, ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises. It is a duty in which Christ 
is our example as well as instructor. It is a duty, which is a pre- 
eminent branch of that righteousness, whose fruit is peace, and 
whose effect is quietness and assurance forever. Let me then ex- 
hort you in all the stations and relations of life, in which Providence 
may have placed you, to be lovers and promoters of peace. Parents, 
cherish it among your children, by inculcating it, by avoiding pal- 
tialities, and by exhibiting it to them in your conjugal relations. 
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prothers and sisters, preserve in your endearing connexion this im- 

rtant quality: for if any where, certainly under the domestic roof, 
it is good and pleasant for brethren to dwell together im unity. 
Fellow-citizens, interested in the prosperity and honor of the same 
eommon country, though you may differ in sentiment, be united in 
affection, and cherish peace among yourselves, not only as the best 
suardian of your felicities, but as the daughter of heaven, in whom 
vour Creator delighteth. Christians—disciples of the peaceful 
Jesus—called of God in one mediator, to one blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life, be ye in all relations, lovers and promoters of peace, and 
manifest to the world, in the meekness of wisdom, the benign influ- 
ence of the Gospel upon the happiness of society, and the temper of 
the soul, ceasing from every malevolent passion, and seeking every 
man concord with his neighbour. Fellow communicants— but what 
was | going tosay : Ought it be supposed that at the altar of God 
any are ever to be found, who are not lovers and followers of peace ? 
No. The supper of the Lord is the supper of peace. IUknow not 
where such motives to forgiveness and love can be found, as that 
bread and that wine exhibit. I know not where such obligations to 
unity and good will can be met, asthe feast and fellowship of the 
tableimply. All that are there, should assuredly be peace makers ; 
for all that are there should be children of God. Be ye then belov- 
ed followers of God, as dear children, and walk in love. Look ye 
diligently, lest any fail of the grace of God—lest any root of bitter- 
ness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled. The 
religion you protess is a Religion of Peace. The God whom you 
worship is the Author of Peace. The Saviour whom you own is the 
Prince of Peace. The sweetest felicities of life are the offspring of 
peace; and the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace, of them that 
make peace. Adorn yourselves, therefore, with this exalted and 
happy character—that you may have the grace and peacefulbcon- 
sciousness of God’s children here, and be known and owned by 
Him as such in that day, “ when he shall make up his jewels, and 
gather unto himself those ransomed spirits, who are meet, to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” 


—IJIe 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
RESPECTING CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS. 


GentLeEmMeN—In your number for June, a flippant writer, under 
the signature of Q. suggests certain inquiries “ respecting candi- 
dates for Orders in New-York.” When I read the title in your 
table of contents, I turned, as probably many of the readers of the 
article have done, with no small curiosity, to the proper page, to see 
what was to be said under such a caption. I found that it amounted 
'onothing more than a most amplified expression of surprise, ari- 
sing, beyond all doubt, from an ignorance of the meaning of terme. 
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The writer protesses to be greatly “ puzzled” by the fact, that o 
thirty deacons who were ordained in the Diocess of New-York 
frow the General Convention in May, 1523, to that in November 
1826, only nine were alumni of the General Theological Semjga,, 
i. e. only between one-third and one-fourth. Your correspondey; 

might also have informed your readers, that of the six deacons oy. 

dained in South-Carolina, in the same period, not one was an aly. 

nus of that Seminary, i. e. not even one-sixth of the whole. ‘[},. 

may be as unexpected to Q. as the case with regard to New-York 

was puzzling. But so it is; and he would have been aware of jt, |; 

he had borne in mind the meaning of the word alumnus. It js yo 

applicable to all who may have been connected for a day, a week. 

amonth, ora year, with a literary institution; but to those only. 

who, in regular course, receive its honors. For them only can such 

an institution be considered as at all responsible. They only are 

entitled to any credit or reputation which may be attached to a cop. 

nexion with it. From them only should any estimate be formed of 

its competency to effect the purposes of its establishment and opera. 

tion. None, accordingly, are acknowledged as alumni of the seve. 

ral Theological Seminaries, but such as entitle themselves to the 

testimonial awarded at its public commencements. 

Of the New-York candidates, a fair proportion have belonged, 
for a longer or shorter time, to the Seminary. But too many of 
them, it must be acknowledged, like all the students from South-Ca- 
rolina, except two now inthe Seminary, have left it before the termi- 
nation of “the three years journey of the said Seminary.” If I had 
not too much real respect for the Bishop and diocess of South-Ca- 
rolina, and did not feeltoo much gratitude for their unwearied deyo- 
tion to the cause of the Seminary, L might add a series of inquiries 
on this subject, in the dignified style ofwhich my brother correspon- 
dent has set so happy an example. I presuine, however, that in that 
respectable diocess, as well as im other parts of our Church, the evil 
has been seriously felt of the canonical allowance of receiving or- 
ders, after being a candidate for but one year; and a painful but 
unavuidable yielding has been rendered to the demands of pecunia- 
ry inability on the part of the student. To the first of these difficul- 
ties, it is hoped that a stop will gradually be put by a firm determi- 
mation on the part of the several Bishops and clerical members of 
standing committees, to avail themselves of the means afforded by 
the canon of the last Convention, of acting with a main reference to 
securing for our Church the services of a eompetent, well qualified, 
and well educated ministry. Ofthe daily occurring evil of poverty 
in the cases of many of the most promising students, it 1s to he 
hoped that a remedy will, ere long, as it easily may, be provided in 
the pious liberality of the more favoured members of our commt- 
nion. 

The explanation here given to Q. of the meaning of the word 
“alumni,” and the fact.on which it throws light, that from New- 
York, as elsewhere, there have been many more students of the Se- 
minary than alumni, will, it is hoped, Messrs. Editors, sufficiently 
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chew the total inapplicability of the thinly veiled insinuations against 
the Bishop and Diocess ot New-York, which Ins article contains. 
That comprised in the expression, “‘ a voice or two,”’ in reference 
‘othe former, is unworthy of any one but an honest opponent of 
the sentiments and policy which have been so largely blessed to the 
increase and prosperity of our Church in that diocess. If the wri- 
ter is such, let him candidly own it, and not shrink from the ho- 
nourable obligation of avowing the meaning of his insinuations ; 
and he shall receive as candid and honourable a reply. In answer 
to what Was meant to be conveyed by the emphatic italics in the 
hrase, “‘there was one New-York Scholarship’’;+let Q. and his 
readers know that there are five New-York Scholarships, which 
have all been filled for several years ; that an equal bounty has been 
extended by the diocess, for some time, to three or four other stu- 
dents; that special assistance has, at various times, been given to 
the students from New-York, liberality; that many students from 
other dioceses have, in many instances, shared in beth the stated and 
occasional provision made by New-York ; and that funds for ano- 
ther New-York Scholarship are now in a state of forwardness. This 
is not said, Messrs. Editors, with the least feeling of ostentation or 
display ; but the impression, (whether designed or not) calculated 
to be made by your hasty and ill-informed correspondent, required 
a prompt and unequivocal reply. And such, I am happy to say, the 
facts in the case have now enabled me to give. I will, therefore, 
conclude by expressing the hope, that instead of the spirit and tem- 
per manifested by Q. there will bein all our periodical works, as I 
am truly thankful there has been in your’s, a perpetual and zealous 
eflort to advance the interests of our excellent Seminary, and to 
stir up each other to a pious emulation in. love and good works in 
' itsbehalf. And let me add, that if such students as I am informed, 
have been the great majority of those who have come from your di- 
ocess, Would stay out their regular course, and become “ alumni,” 
the Seminary need hardly wish more creditable evidences of its 


elicieney in the great cause of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
CANDOUR. 


dd Adel 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON THE SEMINARY COMMENCEMENT. 


In the account of the Annual Examination at our Seminary, I 
observe the young gentlemen who have completed the course of 
study, are uniformly said, to have graduated. 

Now, Mr. Editor, with all due deference to the judgment of 
those who use these terms, I must confess that, I do not precisely 
know what they mean, in this case, by “graduating.” Every per- 
son knows what it means, when applied to secular colleges; but 
when spoken of the General Theological Seminary, it appears to 
me to be a palpable misnomer; for, if I am rightly informed, this 

GOS. MESS.—VeL. IV. 30 
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highly important and excellent institution, has no legal authori;, 
to confer academical honors. The question may then be proper|, 
asked : if no degree in theology, or seience, or arts, can be en, 
ferred by the Seminary, as it is at present constituted, why maj, 
use of an academical term which is calculated to mislead? w, 
cannot, with propriety, call a mere scholastic ceremony “yvradyq. 
ing,” in which no degree, strictly so called, is conferred. But as | 
believe this term is not used by the Seminary officially, 1 shy) 
leave this part of the subject. 

Let me, then, inquire: What does the term ‘ commencement,” j, 
the General Theological Seminary’ mean; for this phrase, it ap. 
pears, is officially used ?* What degree does the candidate for ac. 
demical honors commence, at this “* commencement,” in the Seminar? 
Merely to give a certificate that a young man has:passed throug) ; 
certain course of study to the satisfaction of the Faculty and Try. 
tees, may, it is true, be called a literary honor; but to confer a &. 
gree, so called in academical language, by which @ student con- 
mences a degree in Arts, &c. to which he had not before been ai. 
mitted, and which, being an honor universally acknowledged, ti 
procure his admission ad eundem in other colleges—is quite a di 
ferent thing; for the honor now conferred by the Seminary, cann’ 
give a similar standing in other danstitutions. 

I have always been of opinion, that the General Theologica 
Seminary should havewauthority te confer degrees, at least in divini- 
ty, and, [ hope, it will not be long beforesit has this authority ; fir 
I presume it may readily be obtained from the Legislature of Nevw- 
York. 

It is not customary, I believe, in our American Colleges, fo: 
Masters of Arts tocommence B.D’; and D.D. is generally, if not 
always, a mere honorary degree, ‘bestowed as often from personal 
friendship, as upon ree merit. .The A. M. is usually. confer- 
red “by diploma,” upon Baehelors of three years standing, after 
they have left College. In the English Universities, where all de- 
grees, except honorary, are taken in pregression, and after labor- 
ous study and protracted preparation, a Master of seven years stané- 
ing may proceed B.D. and a B. D. of seven years standing, w%) 
proceed D. D. publicly defending a theses for each degree, accor’: 
ing to the statutes. Where ordinationjand removal have takeu 
place, before the degrees above the A. B. are conferred, the candi: 
date of sufficient standing, returns, generally, to his own Colles’, 
and proceeds according to form, to the nextidegree in succession: 
but many remain, either as Fellows, Tutors, &c. the full term, an 
take their degrees at the customary time.’ When a degree is othe! 
wise given by the Uni¥ersity, it is said to be conferred “ by diploma. 

The very high reputation which the General Theological Sem" 
ary has already acquired, and which, I trust, by the good Providence 
of God, will increase, requires that it should have authority to '- 
ward its laborious, pious, and deserving students, with a degré “ 


* See Proceediugs of the Board of Trustees in 1826, pp. 11. b- 
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acknowledged honor among literary institutions. The term of resi- 
dence, required by the Trustees, is, 1 believe, three years. When 
course of unremitted study has been successfully pursued, for the 
whole term, the student, who had previously received the degree of 
A. M. * by diploma,” or otherwise, from a secular College, should 
pave the privilege of offering himself, according to prescribed forms, 
for the degree of Baccataugeus Divinitaris. » This would, I think, 
be an inducement for the students to remain in the Seminary the 
rescribed term, and be a powerful incentive to diligence and perse- 
verance, “through the appointed course of instruction. Then the 
Seminary could hold a regular annual “ commencement,” and the 
degrees conferred would be acknowledged by every literary institu- 
tion in the world. 

[n making these remarks, I beg I may not be misunderstood. 
They arise from n@ Captious disposition, or any dissatisfaction with 
the order-and conduet of the Seminary and Faculty, or from the 
want of a friendly feeling towards this highly important and thriv- 
ing institution ; but from a sincére desire to increase its importance 
and usefulness, and to add to the inducements for a lengthened 
residence within its walls.’ If the present procedure be thought by 
the Faculty and Trustees, to be better than that now suggested, I 
willingly subinit totheir, better judgment. They have my prayers 
for their individual happiness, and for the general prosperity of the 
Institution, over which they so faithfully preside. 

ACADEMICUS. 
<i pj 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GOSPEL) MESSENGER. 
SUNDAY MARKETS. 


“ The public are hereby informed that the Markets will be opened on Sunday, 3d ot 
Jumeyfrom sunrise ‘till 8 o'clock in the morning, for the sale of smail meats, salted 
or cured ilesh, but nothing else.” 


Mr, Editor—1 read the above notice a few evenings since in the 
Mercury, and was not a little surprised at it. Indeed, I blushed fpr 
my country. Market on Sunday, and that not in a private way; a 
secret and disguised violation of the Lord’s day, but an open and 
express violation of it, sanctioned by public authority. It was some 
relief, however, to my feelings, that this notice appeared in an ob- 
sture corner of thespaper, and unless one is in the habit of reading 
advertisements, &c. it may haply escape his observation, and by this 
accidental circumstance, there may be prevented some of the evil it 
might otherwise produce on Society. Still, should it meet the eye 
of any one who has been taught to reverence this sacred day, and to 
keep it holy, he must be truly alarmed for the welfare of his city. 
“ The good Nehemiah, it is said, when he went-up to Jerusalem to 
repair that city, after the damages it had sustained from war’s ruth- 
Jess arm, had his spirit stirred within him, when he beheld some 








+ «e- 
eee ee, ORL 






3 tae ke 


~ eye 





233 On Coming to the Table of the Lord. | Aucus 


Christianity may certainly be understood to all the Purposes of 
salvation without much learning ; and perhaps the honest laboure, 
who receives the plain instruction of the Sunday schoolmaster. and 
treasures it in his heart, and acts up to the little know ledge he pos. 
sesses, With firm faith and true humility, is a better Christian than 
the learned Theologist, who disputes with all the pride of syllogis. 
tie skill, and the m: lice of polemic strifein the schools of divini:y. 

Compare the child who has learned only his Catechism, to +), 
mere vagabond who scarcely ever heard the name of God or Jesys 
Christ, but in an oath or exeeration, who imnbibes the arts of villainy 
from his cradle, and dies by the gibbet at eighteen | 

Although children should learn nothing, in consequence of the 
aapergea of the tine devoted to instruction, and the distant inter. 
vals of it, yet it is certain, that during those hours which are th, 
most dangerous in the week, they are ke spt from bad practices, and 
the contagion of bad examples.” 


— fF 


Mr. Editor.—Perhaps at this time when some of our voung friend: 
recently Confirmed, are only almost persuaded to renew they 
vows in the holy Communion, the following remarks from ys 
general a favorite as the author, may be useful to them, and 


to all others who are guilty of the same neglect. 
ON COMING TO THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 
BY HENRY KIRKE WHITE. 


My dear Neville—I am not much surprised at the long delay vou 
have made in your approach to the Lord’s table: nor do 1 blam 
your caution; but remember, that there is a difference between 
hesitation, on account of the awful nature of the ordinance, and 
the consciousness of unfitness; and hesitation on account of a! 
unwillingness to bind yourself with still stronger ties to the protes- 
sion of Christianity. You may fear to approach that holy table, 
lest you should again fall away, and your latter state should b 
worse than your first; but you must not absent yourself from tt, 
order that you may fall away with less danger to your soul. You 
cannot, by any means, purify yourself so as to become a wort! 
partaker of that blessed ordinance; but you may qualify yourse| 
to partake of it with a quiet conscience ¢ and spiritual comfort. The 
very sense of unworthiness, of which you complain, is the best © 
all possible frames of mind with which you can approach the 0 
cred table ; aud there ean be little doubt, that with such an abidins 
consciousiess of unfitness about you, God will have respect to you 
weakness, and will bestow upon you such an additional portion ©' 
his strength, as shall effectually guard you against subseque! 
remptations. A particular blessing attendant on the holy cone 

















Education of Youth. 380 


union, is, that it strengthens us in the ways of Christ. God seems 

ro have a peculiar care for those who have sealed their profession 

with this solemn office; and Christians appear to receive a portion 
of spiritual strength at these periods, w hie th bear them through, ‘ till 
they again meet at the holy mysteries. 

: Opportunity for quiet medit: ation is a great blessing; | wish I 
knew how to appreciate its value. For you, my dear brother, 
be not discouraged ; God sces your difficulties, and will administer 

' to your weaknesses ; and if after muc h prayer and serious Sonu 

| you can endue yourself with the garb of humility, and kneel ; 
trembling guest at the table of your Redeemer, content even to 
pick up the crumbs that fall from it, and deem them far be ‘yond 
your desert; if, [say, you can go tothe sacrament with those teel- 

_neyer fear but our all-blessed and benign Father will approve 
of your offering, and will bless you accordingly. Do, not, how- 
ever, be hurried into the step by the representations of your friends. 
Go, then, only when your heart, consecrated by prayer, longs to 
partake of the body and blood of its Saviour, and to taste, in more 
near and full fruition, the fruits of redee ming love. And may God’s 
blessing, my dear brother, attend you in it, ‘and make it a means of 
confirming you in his way, and of weaning you more completely 
from the world and its passing joys. 


igs 


<4 


ON EDUCATION. 

Mr. Editor.—Ata period when the all-important subject of educa- 
tion is engaging a more than ordinary degree of the publie 
attention, the republication of the following, from the Christian 
Observer for October, 1311, may be useful, and especially if it 
should serve to remind parents, that, the temper of their children 
ought to be attended to, at least, as sedulously as their under- 


standings. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


[am the father of a large family, and beg leave to offer to you my 
thoughts on education. Asa practical man, I should have addressed you 
perhaps with less diffidence than becomes me, if we had not lately, in the 
discussions on another subject, had a very useful memento of the prejudi- 
ces and errors to which practical men are liable. While, however, I shall 
be led by the lesson thus afforded me, to deliver my opinions with diffi- 
dence, I think it my duty not to withhold from your readers (if you think 
them worth their perusal) those reflections which have been the result of 
my experience. Had not circumstances prevented me, I should have done 
this sooner, in conformity with an intimation I formerly gave in your mis- 
rellany.* My situation continues to be such, that I must beg your furthes 


* See Vol. for i808. page 15 
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indulgence as to time. It is impossible for me to say, that I shall be 4\). 
to execute the plan I have formed for the treatment of my subject, with), 
serious interruptions, 

at - 

Phe years which precede manhood are naturally divided into seye;a) 


periods. ‘The first is from early infancy to the time when the child be 


nut 


ins 


toread. ‘The next is from that important event, to another as important 


namely, to going (if a boy) to school or toa private tutor. The years 
spent at school naturally form a distinct period ;—and those devoted t» 
college, or to a clerkship, or an apprenticeship, another. The last period 
is that in which a young man is just entering on the full duties and privi- 
leges of manhood. No better division of my subject occurs to me, than 
that which this division of the years devoted to education suggests. 

The period of infancy is generally suffered to slide away with little 0, 
no attention to the work of education. The child is supposed to be in g 
kind of irrational state, which will seareely admit of moral discipline, 
and its parents seem to think only of its health and amusement. [f j 
wants any thing its wish must be gratified; if it cries, it is to be quieted 
by indulgence; or if this cannot be, attempts are frequently made to cheat 
it into a belief that the desired object has suddenly vanished. If it has 
been hurt, the immediate cause of its misfortune, whether animate or in. 
animate, is not seldom to be beaten, and the child itself is encouraged to 
join in inflicting the punishment. Things proceed in this way nearly til! 
the time when the child can talk, and often mach longer; and when this 
system is changed for another, still it gives way very slowly, and in many 
cases Some remains of it may be discerned for years after the child is al- 
lowed to be capable of instruction. What is the true character and ten- 
dency of this course of proceedings? It unquestionably fosters those 
seeds of evil which abound in our nature, Is man naturally  self-indul- 
gent? What then must be the effect of a studied system of indulgence: 
Is he impatient, and passionate, and vindictive? flow greatly must thes: 
dispositions be cherished, by not only permitting but encouraging their 
gratification! Is he disposed, when in pursuit of favourite objects, to be 
little scrupulous with respect to plain violations of dealing and truth: 
The artifices resorted to by nurses and female relations would almost cre- 
ate such a disposition, were it not originally planted in his bosom. With 
what eyes then must the Alinighty look upon such a course of proceeding ' 
It would be trifling with your readers to pursue this topie any farther. 

But now we proceed to the important inquiry. What system of man 
agement ought to be substituted in the place of that which has been 
described? All persons who do not think that a plea of necessity (a very 
unfounded plea, however, in the present case) may be urged in favour 0: 
the practice of positive evil, must allow, that every thing should be avoid- 
ed by mothers and nurses which has a tendency to cherish and bring into 
activity that evil nature, which your readers at least will not deny that we 
all bring into the world. They will grant, therefore, that Nanny, or the 
cat, or the chair, are not to be slapped becase they happen to have dis- 
pleased the child. But must not we confine ourselves to mere abstinence 
from fostering evils? Is it not visionary and chimerical to attempt to 
check bad tempers and habits, and to lay a foundation for good ones? (r 
if an attempt of this kind be not altogether hopeless, is it not at least unne- 
cessary to make it at so early a period, when little success can be expect: 
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.4: and most advisable to defer it ull the reason of the child is further 


aivanced, and its ability to subnat to discipline is greater? My experi 
ence gives me a View of parental duty very different trom that to which 
these. questions would lead. The Almighty Creator very soon begins to 
yafold in man those intellectual and moral faculties which are destined, 
ghen rightly employed, to qualify him for the highest services and enjoy- 
meats through the ages of eternity. In a few weeks after its birth, a 
-hild’s reason begins to dawn; and with the first dawn of reason ought to 
-ommence the moral culture which may be best suited to counteract the 
evils of its nature, and to prepare the way for that radical change, that 
ew birth promised in baptism, and the darling object of the hopes of 
every parent who looks on the covenants in that holy rite, not as forms, 
put as realities. Let me appeal to every mother who delights to view her 
‘yfant as it lies in her lap, whether it does not soon begin to read “ the 
human face divine,” to recognize her smile, and to shew itself sensible 
fher affection in the little arts she employs to entertain it. Does it not, 
i no long time, return that smile, and repay her maternal caresses with 
ioks and motions so expressive that she cannot mistake their import? 
She will not doubt, then, the importance of fostering in its bosom those 
benevolent sympathies which delight her, by banishing from her nursery 
whatever is likely to counteract them. She will not tolerate in a nurse 
that selfish indifference to the wants of an infant, which sometimes leaves 
ito cry while she finishes her breakfast, or chats with a companion. 
Much less will she tolerate passionate snatches, and scolding names, and 
hard and impatient tones of voice, in the management of her child. I 
may be pronounced fanciful, perhaps, but I certainly think it would be 
' importance to keep sour and ill-humoured faces out of a nursery, even 
though such faces were not commonly accompanied by corresponding 
onduct. Iam persuaded that I have seen a very bad effect produced by 
aface of this kind on the countenance and mind of an infant. Is it not 
reasonable to suppose, that if an infant sympathises with a smile, it may 
also sympathise with a scowl, and catch somewhat of the inward disposi- 
tion which distorts the features of the nurse? Thus begin the efiurts ofa 
pareut to cherish all that is benevolent and affectionate in te bosom of a 
child; and to prevent the growth of every thing of an opposite nature. 
And who shall presume to assign limits to the importance of such efforts 
in the education of a being whose leading disposition, if it fulfil the will 
of its Maker, must, both through life and through all eternity, be love 2 

But parental cares soon extend. In a short t ime, impatience and sel- 
ishness shew themselves, and are accompanied by fretiulness, jealousy, 
anger andenvy. At so early a period does innate corruption display its 
powers, and call for the restraining hand of a parent! But how are these 
evils to be counteracted at an age when both the body and mind are so 
tender, and when neither arguments nor explanations can be understood ? 
Undoubtedly great delicacy of treatment is required. The character of 
the child must be studied ; and, if possible, such corrections of evils must 
be applied as will not deeply wound its feelings. It is surprising what 
'emale ingenuity, quickened by maternal tenderness, will achieve in this 
way. Does achild, too young to listen to reason, want something it 
ought not tohave? Its mother will suddenly turn its attention to another 
abject, and thus prevent the rise of improper tempers, or arrest them in 
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their course. Iss it jealous of the attention paid toa brother? Wh\,. 
perseveres, perhaps, in shewing to the brother the kindness whic}, j... 
raised this jealousy, she will pour such a stream of affection on both ;; 

children as shall at ence shew them how much each is the object of },. 
love, and lead thein by sympathy to feel a similar love for each other 
This will be the best antidote to jealousy. But cases will arise, in w);,, 
with all her ingenuity, she will not be able to effect her purpose in tj 
way. On such occasions, if the child is too young to understand reas, . 
and persuasion, she will as far as possible shorten and sweeten its tria, 
but without fostering bad dispositions in its bosom. If it isa little older 
she will endeavour to turn the trial to good account, by holding up to; 
such Christian and filial motives as suit its capacity and character. Thos: 
will be accompanied by such a description and exemplification, on the op, 
hand, of the effects they ought to produce, and of the sunshine of soy 
to which they lead; and on the other, of the hatefulness of the faul; jy 
question, of the unhappiness which must attend the commission of it, an; 
of the regret and bad consequences which must follow ; as may, by God's 
help, prepare its tender mind for spiritual discrimination, and a spiritua| 
taste (if | may so speak,) and give its infant affections some bias ov | 
side of God and duty. 

But how, some parents may ask, how can this be effected at so tenie: 
anage? It seems to us impossible.— Believe me much may be done, wit) 
very young children, by placing gradually before them, with cheerfulnes 
and affection, and in a spirit suited to the occasion, religious truths, asso- 
ciated as much as may be with images pleasing to their minds. ™ 

appellations, God, and Jesus, should soon be made familiar to them; 
the dwelling-place of these great Beings may be so pointed out and des 
cribed ; and their power and their holiness, and more especially their love, 
may be so set forth and brought home to the feelings, by little and simple 
illustrations, that, while the tender mind is imbued with the first ruc: 
ments of religious knowledge, reverence and affection for divine things 
shall, if God smile on the endeavour, be excited in the heart. But spe. 
cial care must be taken not to give fatiguing lectures, nor to make to 
powerful calls on the feelings. “ Here a little and there a little,” must le 
the parent’s motto in conveying instruction at this age; and for that litt: 
the seasons must be chosen, wheu the child is most likely to lend a willing 
ear; and the subject must always be dropped before it becoines tiresome 
unless there be some very pressing call for its being continued; in whic 
case, indeed, the occasion itself will generally make it interesting. Ven 
short and simple stories from Holy Writ may be employed with gr 
advantage: as that of Jesus taking the little children in his arms, a! 
blessing them; that of his restoring the widow’s son to life; and man) 


it 


others. If these are told in a cheerful manner, and with such little appr 


priate touches as will present the scene to the imagination of the chic 
they will seldom fail to delight it, and it will be called for again and agai 


When they are fixed in its memory, it is evident with what great adva"- 


age reference may be made to them when the parent finds occasion " 
have recourse to dissnasion, or reproof, or exhortation. 

In conveying instruction, it isa most important point for the pare 
always to bear in mind, that far more may be done by exciting the sy” 
pathy of the child than by appealing to its reason. Things ind leed shot! 
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ways be presented to it in the garb of truth and good sense ; but unless 
«feelings are in unison with its convictions, it may be perfectly persuaded 
‘truths without being influenced by them in practice. And how are the 
appropriate feelings to be excited in its bosom? Chiefly by the feelings 
othe parent being in unison with the subject on which he speaks. : Is he 
welling on the greatness of God, or on his all-seeing eye, or on his eter- 
sity, or on his glory? Let his own heart harmonise with his lofty theme 
and probably the right string in that of his child will vibrate. Is he des- 
-riving the Divine love, and tenderness, and mercy, especially as exem- 
jiied in Jesus Christ? If his own feelings are impressed by the view of 
the picture he presents, those of his child are not likely to be altogether 
oomoved. But reverse the case as to the parent, and what is to be expec- 
wd from the child? Who can be so absurd as to hope, that, when 
eligious truths are taught as a schoolmaster teaches the grammar, good 
pressions will be made on the heart? Do we see, in fact, that when 
the Catechism is so taught, any such impression is made? Step intoa 
village school where that excellent compendium of our holy religion has 
been learnt merely as a task, and you will find the children as little atlec- 
ted by its truths (even if they understand it) as they are by the lessons in 
their spelling-book. One would almost think that they conceived it 
pointed out the high privileges and the sacred duties of the man in the 
moon, and that they had nothing to do with it but get it by heart. Few, 
jany, parents, itis hoped, who make religion a branch of education, 
proceed in a way so utterly irrational as the generality of village school- 
masters; but in whatever degree they approach to the village-school 
ystem, in that degree must they look for a similar result. If 


“ Si vis me flere, dolendum est Primum ipsi tibi,”’ 


ye a just description of human nature, when applied to adults, it is doub- 
'y and trebly so in the case of children. Adults have been used to attach 
certain feelings to certain circumstances in life, and the recurrence of the 
ater will do much towards exciting the former; but children have not 
yet learnt (except in some obvious instances) how the events of life will 
ofluence their welfare, and therefore it is no wonder that their feelings 
should not be excited, until they see how others feel. The great Creator 
vas ordained, that in early childhood all the powers and faculties of man 
ae placed under the guidance, and in a very great degree under the for- 
ming hand of his parents. His feelings are as ready as his intellectual 
powers to take the impression that may be given them. How strong are 
the prejudices imbibed from parents in early youth! When pains are 
taken to produce a similarity, how strongly do we see the prominent fea- 
‘tures in the manners, habits, and feelings of parents reflected in their 
vspring! A little gipsey is an adult gipsey in miniature. I am told 
that among the Gentoos a like similarity is very apparent; and I have 
nyself been struck by it among the Quakers, a sect whom I by no means 
mention to dishonour. Why may not the potent engine which produces 
uch striking effects among these and other classes of men, and often pro- 
notes feelings and habits adverse to good sense and propriety, to good 
der, or to true religion, be employed in favour of the best interests of 
nan, and the glory of God? To suffer it to lie idle, is sin and folly. 
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But in fact it will not be absolutely idle. Something or other, chili,. 
will always be catching from their parents; and through the corrupt bi. 
of human nature, they will be far more ready to catch the evil (hay », 
gool: and even in copying what is innocent, if not positively goo, 
parents, they will be very apt to give it some turn, or associate j; y., 
seme bad quality, which may make it subservient to evil. What ee 
likely to be the effect of negligence in this great point? In truth. , 
we look around us, and not have lamentable proofs of its effect? y,, 
many children of good parents do we see imitating little in parental ex, 
ple but neglect of duty! In the parent, this neglect has been chjes, 
visible perhaps in education; but the child, as might be expected, exte;,. 
it much farther. Or, suppose the parent to be led by a blind fondness ; 
humour his child, to overlook his faults, and to allow himself to omi y), 
present duty of restraining and ruling him, under some vague hope th, 
a more favourable time will arrive for the exercise of his power, ort), 
God will in his own time, by his own providence, and the teaching , 
his own Spirit, correct the faults which the father tolerates. Shal! we 
be extremely likely to find that a child so educated will chiefly resem); 
his parent in giving way to self-delusion and self-indulgence, and in inujs. 
tinct and unscriptural reliance on future providences, to the neglec: 
present duties? But itis not only by copying his faults that a child 4, 
rives evil from a parent: if care be not taken, qualities and habits innocer: 
or even commendable, will be so caught or so imitated by the child as; 
administer to the gratification of his evil passions. Is the parent en 
getic? Let him guard against his child’s adopting his energy as « 
engine of pride or ambition. Is he jocose? His playful humour may 
be imitated by the child for the purpose of putting by serious thought or 
vigorous application; or of indulging in ridicule or satire ; or of practis- 
ing tricks not consistent with simplicity and sincerity of character, ani 
employed probably for selfish purposes. Nay, unless care be taken, pict) 
itself in a parent, that child of Heaven, may lead to fanaticism, or cant 
or hypocrisy in a child. ‘Tones and gestures, which (though, as I think, 
to be avoided) are in the parent the fruit of true communion with his Me- 
ker, often become quite disgusting or pitiable in the child, not being 
connected with those deep devotional feelings which can alone make them 
tolerable ; or, ifso connected, being utterlly unsuited to his age. 

This subject might be pursued further: but enough has been said | 
excite the reflections of well-meaning parents; and those reflections 1! 
naturally point to the particular circumstances of each individual, and b* 
far more useful than any thing I could add. No one can doubt the deep 
responsibility of every parent to make a good use of his power over the 
dispositions and affections of his offspring. And since, in exercising tha! 
yower, nothing will be so operative as his own example, how earnest 
should he be, that the light which shines forth from him may be the tre 
light of the Gospel, purified as much as may be from every thing that 
may obscure or defile it! And also how earnest should he be to join © 
such an example a sagacious watchfulness, and even a holy jealousy, 
prevent his child from misunderstanding his example, or the principles 
and motives from»which it springs; and to prevent a perverse or decep 
tious use being made of it! 

B. T. 
To be continued.) 
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BISHOP RAVENSCROFT ON EPISCOPACY. 
[Continued from page 215 of the last Number.) 


You next inquire, p. 644—“ Are the great body of the laity, by the 
-onstitution of the Church of Christ, brought to this point, that they must 
either trace back an Ecclesiastical pedigree to the Apostles, a thing plain- 
ly impossible, or believe the declaration of Priests and Bishops, that they 
themselves are the accredited agents for transacting business between God 
and man, or be cut off from the scriptural hope of salvation? Where do we 
find any thing like this in our Bible, that charter of our Christian liberty 7 

To which [ reply,—that I have already shewed to you, and to all who 
may read this, what the Bible says, and warrants us to say, on this point. 
To any rational christian assurance, the authority by which we are ad- 
mitted into the Christian covenant, and continued in it, through the 
sacraments, must be verified as a fact, otherwise our persuasion is a blind 
credulity. But as the Church of Christ, like every ether form of social 
sovernment, when once established, needs not to be the subject of conti- 
nual doubt and investigation, no greater difficulty is presesented to the 
laity from the nature of the thing, in ascertaining the Church of Christ, 
than in ascertaining the government under which they live. They find 
them both in existence, acting by their proper and constitutional officers, 
and it is, and ought to be, perfectly satisfactory. In times of rebellion 
and usurpation in the state, and of separation and division in the Church, 
there may indeed be difficulty, but no greater impossibility exists in the 
one case than in the other, to determine the true from the false and usur- 
ping rulers, or the right or the wrong of opposite claims to lawful autho- 
rity, when tried as matters of fact, and not as things of shifting opinion 
and private liking. It is only when bold assertions, and plausible but 
unfounded reasonings, are substituted for facts—when habit and the pre- 
judices of education have perverted the judgment, and when the lapse of 
time, has shed something of sacredness over existing institutions, whether 
civil or religious, that the difficulty is really felt. But in the case of the 
Church, never can amount to impossibility, for God requires nothing 
such from his creatures; and yet he certainly requires of them to conform 
to the conditions on which his mercy is promised, if they would obtain a 
title to it. And one of those conditions being, membership in his visible 
Church on earth, it is rather a rash assertion on your part to say, “ it is 
plainly impossible,” to discern the only mark by waich the true Church 
can be verified, in the divine right of its ministry derived by succession 
rom the Apostles of Christ. And I would be really glad to know, if 
“the declarations of Priests and Bishops, that they themselves are the 
accredited agents for transacting business between God and man,” present 
no sufficient ground of rational confidence, what better security the de- 
clarations of Presbyterians and other dissenters, that they are the agents 
of Heaven’s grace, afford to the laity? Does this charitable Reviewer 
mean to insinuate, that Priests and Bishops are ex-officio liars and de- 
ceivers, and Dissenters, by virtue of their schism, true and lawlul men? 
I hope not; yet from the structure of this sentence, and the gall visible in 
every allusion to Episcopal claims throughout his work, I think he is 
hound toshe* n what grounds the declarations of Priests and Bishops 
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are less worthy of credit, than the declarations of Presbyterian ang 
other dissenting ministers, tothe same agency. Assuredly, I contend jo, 
no implicit reception by the people of assertions and declarations yj 
Bishops and Priests, or pretenders to priestly authority, on the contrary 
(and that is my offence) my sole aim is, to rouse the deluded portion ¢; 
this Christian land, to demand of their respective spiritual guides, ey. 
dence of their commission from Christ, as a fact. If they have it, J 
them produce it, and put to silence all opposition. If they have it noi, |e 
them manifest their sincerity by the surrender of their pretensions, 

Again, sir, we are come to the very point betwixt you and myself. 
And though an ignorant layman may not be able to trace an ecclesiastical 
pedigree back tothe Apostles, yet a learned Divine, and deeply read 
Theological Professor, can be under no great difficulty on such a require. 
ment. Give us, then, the list of your ordainers, or those of any other 
Presbyterian Clergyman on earth, through the line of Presbyters, back 
to the Apostles. Shew us, by good and sufficient evidence, that in the 
Apostle’s days, there was a branch of the Church of Christ founded by 
them on Presbyterian principles, with one order of ministers only, from 
which you are derived, and you will do more for the peace and union of 
Christendom, and for the advancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, 
than if you were to fill the world with Irenicums, and other meek and 
lowly question-begging publications, or with such gratuitous assertions 
and unfounded and fallacious reasonings as these Reviews are filled with. 
Do this, sir, and all bar to acknowledgement and communion on my 
part, is done away. It is to be sure a small offer, and is felt to be of little 
worth, but it is all I have. 

The point to which the attention of your readers is next called, is set 
forth in the following words, at the same page: ‘ What portion of the 
New-Testament affords the slightest foundation for the opinion, that the 
Christian Ministry ought to be modelled according to the pattern of the 
Jewish Priesthood ?” 

None, that I know of, in the restricted sense in which it is evident you 
mean the question to be taken by your readers, Yet surely there is to 
the full as much warrant for the similarity between the legal and evange- 
lical priesthoods, in appointment, order and use, as there is for the res- 
pective dispensations to which they belong—as there is for the respective 
sabbaths—for the corresponding festivals of the Church, with the paschal 
and pentecostal feasts, and for the respective sacraments of the law and 
the gospel. There may not be a “thus saith the Lord,” for this opinion, 
to which you would restrict it—and yet there may be sufficient foundation 
for it from scripture; for certainly there is such a thing as analogy ol 
positive institutions, as well as of faith. If then St. Paul, when speaking 
of the Christian Priesthood to converted Jews, says, that “ no man ta- 
keth this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God as was Aaron.” 
Is there in this no allusion to the model of that Priesthood with which 
they were familiar? And if the same Apostle states in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, chap. 10, that the Jewish sacraments were types of those 
sacred institutions under the gospel, through which, as channels, the 
same spiritual blessings were and are derived to his people, might not a 
Christian Divine have expressed himself more guardedly? Especially 
when be cannot but know what a cloud of Christian witnesses, in the 
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resent ages of the Church, have found sufficient foundation in the New- 
Testament, as they understood it, to warrant the direct assertion, that 
thus the Christian Priesthood was constructed. And might nota Pres- 
pyterian Divine have recollected, that he, whom, of all the Christian 
Fathers, they most admire, and oftenest quote as with them, even St. 
Jerome himself, asserts expressly in his Epistle to Evagrius, that “ what 
Aaron and his sons and the Levites were in the Temple, that sume are 
Bishops, Presbyters and Deacons in the Church ?” 
But it seems, this argument “ is not Protestant enough for our country.” 
p. 645. But if it is supported by scripture, soundly interpreted by the 
ynanimous voice of Christian antiquity, and by the reason of the thing, 
I trust it will be considered so truly Protestant, as not to be shaken in its 
ust application by the bare assertion of an interested declaimer for parity, 
who has given full proof, as in his Essay on Baptism, that when it suits 
his purpose, he can contend for doctrine on the analogy and construction 
of scripture, and can find the primitive Fathers (in other words, recorded 
tradition ) good and sufficient witnesses, and safe expositors of holy writ. 
But further, “ The soundest reasoners among Episcopalians have long ago 
given up this argument, because, if it proves any thing, it proves too much.’ 
~ Who these “soundest reasoners” are, I have no mean sof knowing ; and 
certainly L have not resorted to it. But this I know—that no sound and 
well informed Episcopalian, who knew and understood and felt the un- 
shaken security of his foundation, ever used this argument otherwise, 
than by way of analogy and correspondence, to illustrate and support 
what was, by other testimony, proved and established. And this I also 
know, that the consequence you draw from it, “ that there ought to be but 
éne Bishop as the visible head of the Christian Church,” no more follows 
from the right use of the argument, than it follows from any mode of using it, 
that there ought to be but one order of ministers in the Church of Christ. 
Every well instructed Episcopalian will tell you, that his great High 
Priest (of whom the Jewish High Priest was a visible type, and therfore but 
one) “is passed into the Heavens, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us,’ and that he is the only head of his body—the Church. But he 
will also tell you, and make good the fact by the clearest testiinony which 
any matter of fact is capable of, ‘*that when he ascended up on high, he 
gave”—various orders of ministers to his church—* for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ ;” and that, because in various orders of the same office, there 
must, necessarily be degrees of authority—therefore, that order in the 
Christian Ministry to which the chief authority is committed, and from 
which the other orders derive their commission, is aptly illustrated by a 
corresponding order in the Jewish Hierarchy, And did Presbyterians only 
reflect, that Christianity was first preached to Jews, who were already 
familiar with different degrees of order in the ministerial office—they 
would surely think it more reasonable to explain what is obscure in the 
New-Testament writers, as to the delineation of the order of the gospel, 
by what was established and familiar in the church under the law, than 
obstinately to insist upon this obscurity, in order to support a recent in- 
vention of men, for which, as a matter of fact, they cannot bring forward 
any thing deserving the name of testimony, either from scripture or usage 
in the chnrch, before or since the coming of Christ. 
(To be continued ) 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
TRAVELLER'S REST. 


{n travelling through the Creek Nation, in Georgia, you come to a, 
open space surrounded by a group of lofty trees, where the tra. 
veller finds a clear spring of pure water oozing from a neigh. 
bouring bank ; its distance from the stands or stopping places 
in the Nation, renders it a delightful place of rest during the seve. 
rity of the midday sun, from which circumstance it receives its 











name. 


Herre, while the sultry sunbeam settles down 
On hill and vale, and mantles with its cloud 
The freshness of the young flow’rs, I will pause 
Beneath the cover of these spreading trees—- 
And gather up new freshness from the breeze 
My journey to pursue. 

How sweetly comes 
The South wind, gath’ring in its wayward flight 
The incense of the young flow’rs, glad to woo 
The fickle element to their embrace. 
Beneath it’s murm’ring wing, the tall pines bend 
Backward and forward, as its fitful sway 
Impels, or slumbers in, their branching breasts. 
The gurgling stream is gushing at my feet, 
Making most tremulous music, like the voice 
Of timid, young affection, when it speaks 
Dimly in action, indeterminate look, 
Or, in the song of other hearts, unveils 
The spirit of its own. 

The green grass, 
By the thick copsewood shelter’d from the sun, 
The dews of morning on its blade still holds, 
Tho’ almost past the midday hour of noon. 
Over the rack of heaven, one fleecy cloud 
Its garniture spreads out, while its broad shade 
Settles down dark'y on the trees below. 
The deep blue sky, beside, is all unmix’d 
By intercepting element; and the beam, 
Che glory and the freshness of the day 
fills every portion of the wide expanse, 
With light and warmth too dazzling to behold 
The young bird shelter’d in the thicket wakes 
At intervals of rest, his tuneful song-- 
Or, leaves his cover with a fitful wing 
Yo seck a shelter in some other shade 
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Poetry. 2 


A heaviness oppressive fills the air 

That weighs upon the torpid sense, and comes 
Down on the forest with a breathless spell, 

A sensible nrystery, awakening thought. 

Of the pure influence of that elder time 

When, unconfined by difference of state, 
Spirits and men conversed without restraint ; 
Heard by the listening rivulet alone 

That, like a playful child, comes prattling on, 
And by its wanton wiles, the hearing seeks 


Its inexpressive tongue, had fail’d to ask. 


Farther remov'd in shade, the red-deer crops 

The untrodden grass, and smoothes his glossy neck 
Within the embosom'd lake, whose murm’ring marge. 
Unknown to aught, save roving Indian Chief, 

Sighs mournful to the sun it never sees, 

So closely girt by shrubbery around, 

That owns one bright and never dying spring. 


The charm is broken, and the Traveller's Rest 
The day’s declining beam, forwarns my steps, 





And the shrill cricket chirps upon my ear 
The approach of ev’ning—— 


Now, to Him who gave 
To the lone wanderer in the forests’ depths 
The waters of the desert, thus to quench, 
With luxury infinite, his burning thirst, 
No aid requiring from the Prophet’s rod, 
But gushing forth in liberal, grateful stream 
Be given the heart’s first homage. 





For the shade 
That stay’d the burning progress of the sun, 
Giving a bright pavilion of deep green 
For the pure breeze, that as a breath from Heav'n 





Fann’d its wide drapery of twinkling fringe, 
That cherish'd and reviv’d him—and for all 

The many and innumerous train of gifts, 

U nnoted in our memory and our mind 

By any name of earth, and unperceived 

By any mortal eye, but which are still 

The various means of happiness and life, 

The pray’r of gratitude ascend to Him, 

That, in the world of wilderness o erlook’d not 
The lonely wanderer, who, remote from all 

That claim’d connection, with his spirit’s march, 
Was ever present in His boundless view 
Forgotten not—tho’ but a speck, amid 

The world of His creation. W.G.§ 


GOS. MESS.—VO Lt. IV. 32 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Diocess of South-Carolina.—A confirmation was held by the Bi. 
shop on the 27th June, at St. Paul’s Chureh, Charleston, and 4 
were admitted to the holy ordinance. The coniirmed were yy). 
bers of St. Philip’s, St. Michael’s and St. Paul’s congregations. 

The eighth annual report of the Standing Committe: of the Pro. 
testant Episcopal Missionary Society in Charleston, composed o; 
Young Men and others, has just been published. It appears th: 
there are 19 life and 227 annual members. The Rev. E. Thoms. 
ajMiss:onary to Greeuville, in his report, says: “ During the mo’ 
of January, generally about 30 persons attended, which fully prov. 
that even in the winter, the Church may be kept open to advantiy:. 
{ would recommend Greenville to the Society as a very importay 
Mission—one worthy of their patronage, and likely in the cours: 9; 
time to fulfil all their expectations. The inhabitants have, as yu. 
contributed nothing towards the support of a Minister, but probe. 
bly in another year, would raise about 200 dollars, or more, fo; 
that purpose.” 

The Rey. W. H. Mitchell, Missionary to Winnsborough, in bis 
report, says: “* The inhabitants are much prejudiced against pr- 
composed prayers. It is only by more frequently preaching at suc) 
places that we can hope, with the blessing of God, to overcom 
such unfounded prejudices. ‘l'o the ignorant, accustomed exeli. 
clusively to extempore effusions, it is difficult to be persuaded tha 
what is read can be offered with fervency and devotion. The Mo- 
sionary has need of patience in the prosecution of his work, an 
must ‘instruct those that oppose themselves with meckness ani 
fear.” On my arrival I notified the inhabitants that I would perform 
divine service and preach the next day at the Court-House. Th 
congregation was numerous and attentive. It is estimated th 
about three hundred attended, but it was not until I had officiated 
several times in this place, that any of those who were presen! 
could be induced to take a part in the responses of our Liturgy. 

By hus exertions, an Episcopal Congregation was duly organi 
ed, ancl measures taken for erecting a Church. 

Diocess of Virginia.—From the Journal of the last Convention, 
it appears, that the whole number of Clergy, in the diocess is 3. 
of whom 29 attended on this occasion. The amount of the Bishop: 
fund is 6022.51. 

“'The Special Comunittee, to whom were referred the commun: 
cation from the Secretaries of the House of Bishops and of tl 
Hlouse of Clerical and Lay-Delegates, to the Secretary of this Com 
vention, presented a report. 

“On motion, Resolved, That the said report be laid upon t 
table.”’ 
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The Committee on the State of the Church, remark: “* The very 
estitute state of many of our parishes, has long been a subject of 
jieitude and regret with the friends of the Church, and efforts 
from time to time, been devised for providing a remedy for 


have, - : 
bi pis evil. Amongst other measures, it was formerly proposed, that 
’ ‘he state should be laid off in districts, and assigned tu the several 
- Yinisters of the Diocess, whose duty it should be, at stated seasons, 


-) visit, and adraimister the offices of the Church, in their several 
jistriets. From whatever cause thus plan has miscarried, your com- 
mittee are of Opinion, that there are no insuperable obstacles in the 
9% vay of its accomplishment, and that it is eminently calculated to 
oromote the interests of the Church and of religion. They, there- 
‘ore, recommend to the Convention, the adoption of the following 
rosolution :— 

» “ Resolved, That the Bishop be respectfully requested to lay off 
a ‘he dioeess in districts, and to assign to each district two or more 
Ministers, Whose duty it shall be to meet in association at the places 
assigned them, twice in the year, for the purpose of preaching, and 
. administering the ordinances of the Church to the people.” 


or 
a. —_-— 


Diocess of Connecticut.—From the Journal, it appears, that at 
ihe late Convention, there were present, the Bishop and 39 Pres- 
byters and Deacons. ‘The whole number of Clergy is stated to be 
53, and of Parishes or Churches, 86. 
it _— 

Diocess of Pennsylvania.—It is announced, that the Episcopal 
fund loan, instituted for the support of the recently elected Assis- 
tant Bishop, amonuting to $30,000, has been subscribed. 

Episcopal General Theological Seminary.—The annual meeting 
of the Board of Trustees of this most valuable institution, with the 
examination of its pupils, aud the graduation of the senior class, 
wok place last week at New-York. The Board convened on Tues- 
day at LZ o’clock. There were present four Bishops, viz. the Right 
Rev. Bishops White, Hobart, Croes and Brownell; and Trustees . 
‘rom six Dioceses, viz. Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn- 
‘vlvania, Delaware and North-Carolina. On Wednesday and 
Thursday the examinations of the difierent classes were held in the 
‘unday School Room, in the rear of St. John’s Church. The stu- 
jents acquitted themselves greatly to the satisfaction of the gentle- 
men who attended. Several T'rustees were present, for the first 
time on such an occasion, and expressed themselves highly gratifi- 
d with the comprehensiveness of the examination, and the profi- ' 
‘ieney displayed by the young men. On Friday the public com- 
nencement was held in that splendid edifice, St. John’s Church, in 
ihe presence of a more numerous audience than was ever before 
tssembled on the like occasion. 

The Order of the Exercises was as followws.—Introductory Devo- 
ons by Bishop White. 

Singing—Last four verses of the 122d Psalm, with the Gloria Patri. 
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A Dissertation on “the nature and extent of the inspiratioy , 
the Scriptures” —By Edward W. Pect, A. M. of Connecticut. 

A Dissertation on “ the importance of correct views of the Nature 
and attributes of God” —By William A. Curtis, A. B. of New-Y or) 

A Dissertation on “ The Liturgy”—By Hiram Adams, of Xe, 
York. 

A Dissertation on * The miracles of Christ”—By George L. Hiy. 
ton, of New-York. 

Anthem by the choir. 

A Dissertation on *“* The advantages of the historical interprets. 
tion of Scripture’—By Samuel Fuller, jun. A. M. of New-York. 

A Dissertation on ‘ The book of Job” —By John W. Curtis, 4 
B. of New-York. 

Presentment of the first class, by the faculty, to the presiding B;. 
shop, for receiving their testimonials. 

Address by the Right Rev. William White, D. D. Bishop of the 
Diocess of Pennsyly: ania. 

Testimonials given. 

Singing—Five verses of the 56 Hymn, beginning at the 2d verse. 
with the Gloria Patri. 

Concluding devotions by the presiding Bishop. 

Voluntary on the organ, 

The address of the Right Rev. Bishop White presented some ai- 
mirably appropriate and judicious counsel to the assembled stu- 
dents of the institution. It was decidedly the best tn point of prac- 
tieal utility, that has been delivered. Not a few of his remark: 
found a home, not only in the convictions, but in the experience ot 
older individuals than the youthful “ sons of the prophets,” to whou 
they were particularly addressed. The expectations of his audi- 
tors have been met by the resolution of the Board of Trustees at « 
subsequent meeting, to have it printed and distributed. 

The general character oe Dissertations was highly creditab! 
to their authors, and displayed a fluency of composition, coutro!! 
ed by sound judgment, and chastened views of the different el : 
discussed, eminently acceptable to all those who know that pulp 
performances can ordinarily be rendered permanently popular an 
profitable, on/y by the union of these two qualities. 

The buildings of this institution are now completed. And the 
professors and students will, at the next session, be collected under 
the roof of the General Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. One of the rooms is to be a Chapel, where divine worship 
will be regularly conducted every Sunday, by the Reverend Protes- 
sors. We regard this giving the institution ‘a local habitation” 
as a setting the seal to its permanency. And whilst we bless Go! 
for having put it into the hearts of his servants to found this Sem! 
nary, we most ardently pray that his protection and grace may he 
ever shed upon its concerns, and that it may be more and more cor 
dially and muniticiently cherished by the members of that Churel) 
whose best interests it is so powerfully calculated to subserve. 


Church Register, July 7% 
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Episcopal General Missionary Society.—Extract of a letter to the 
secretary: ‘In compliance with the request of the Executive 
Committee, I have the pleasure to inform you that in September 
last, the ladies of St. Matthew’s Church, Bedford, formed an asso- 
eiation, in hopes of affording some little aid to the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society: encouraged by the persuasion that it 
must derive its principal support under Providence from numerous 
quriliaries. 'The annual subscription is very trifling—only twenty- 
five cents, though some of the members pay much more. ‘There are 
forty subscribers. The managers meet once a month. A chapter 
of the Bible is read, and while the ladies are engaged in making ar- 
ticles for sale, one of their companions read missionary tntelli- 
sence, or some instructive book. They are very zealous; and the 
avails of their industry, together with a few donations, amounts at 
resent to 50 or 60 dollars: they hope the sum will be nearly dou- 
bled before their annual meeting.”’ Lbid. 
Sunday School Union.—The annual meeting of the Board of 
Managers of this institution took place on Thursday evening of 
last week, in New-York. The Right Rev. Bishops White, Hobart, 
Croes and Brownell, were present. Directors attended from Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, New-Jersey, New-York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and North-Carolina. A report of the proceedings of the 
Board since its organization in November last, was read. The 
concerns of the institution are in a very encouraging state, and it 
promises to become a most popular and useful engine for promot- 
ing the interests of Religion and the Church in that humble depart- 
ment, in whose behalf it has been called into existence. Informa- 
tion from different sections of the United States, expressive of most 
favourable disposition towards its concerns, was laid before the 
Board. The Conventions of Virginia and of Connecticut, have 
passed resolutions recommending it tothe Episcopalians of those 
dioceses. New-Jersey has formed a diocesan Sunday School So- 
ciety aux#liary to it. The same has been done by Massachusetts ; 
and Protestant Episcopal Sunday school societies of New-York 
and Philadelphia have joined the union, also, that of Charleston, 
S.C. Letters were received from the Rev. Mr. Meade, and the 
Rev. Dr. Wilmer, of Virginia, and from many others, indicating 
a warm interest in its behalf. The sum of one thousand dollars 
has been collected. A system of instruction has been drawn up 
and published. Several elementary books have been selected, and 
arein the hands of the stereotyper. The Board passed resolu- 
tions authorising the receiving of donations to consfitute indivi- 
duals members for life, directors and patrons; for which measurt 
a constitutional provision is to be made at the next meeting of 
the Society. The rate of subscription is for annual members %3; 
for life members $30; for directors for life $50; and for patrons 
$100. The depository of the institution is at No. 127 Broadway, 
and Mr. Thomas N. Sandford has beeh appointed the agent. 
Thid, July 7. 
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Kenyon College-—The corner stone of Kenyon College was |g), 
on the site, six miles from Mount Vernon, Knox County, Ohio, oy 
the 9th of June, 1527, by Bishop Chase, with all appropriate nals, 
monies.— Western Paper. 


Protestant Episcopal Church m Canada.—T bere are in the Two 
Canadas sixty-one clergymen, forty-nine of wiom are missionaries 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel; either sent put 
to be placed at the disposal of the bishop, or appointed to the 
charge of congregations whose necessities he had represented, o; 
else adopted by his recommendation, aud ordained upon the spot. 
There is one visiting missionary for the whole diocess, whose duty 
it is to make crfeuits among the inhabitants who are most unpro- 
vided, and to afford them the occasional benefit of the word and 
ordinances of God.—Cahristian Sentinel. 


Church of England Tract Society.—The Fourteenth report states. 
that the payments for the year amounted to £640, and the sales o; 
tracts for £359. The number of tracts published 265,000 whic) 
exceeds the number published in any preceding year, 

Paris Society for Promoting Christian Morals.—The society has 
proposed a premium of five hundred francs for the work best cal- 
culated to excite feelings of Christian charity among the labour- 
ing classes, and to show how they may exercise it most practicabl) 
and beneficially. The proposal originated in the following cir- 
cumstances. A short time since, a person whose name is with- 
held in compliance with own injunctions, and who is mentioned 
only as a Swede, and an honest labouring man, sent the society 
three hundred and fifty franes, with the following statement. He 
had lived, he said, negligent of many of those obligations which 
Christianity requires; and though he was industrious, frugal, and 
even occasionally charitable, he was so, less from a sense of 
duty than to promote his temporal interest, to maintain his family 
with respectability, and to conciliate the esteem of his neighbours. 
Some time since, a few numbers of the society’s journal having 
fallen into his hands, he read them, and, to use his own expres- 
sions, his eyes became opened to the duty and the possibility of cha- 
ritable exertion; and he began to consider, whether, by retrench- 
ing every day something from the moderate sum which he reserves 
for his necessities, and by working every day one hour longer, he 
might not be able to assist some unhappy person, or promote some 
other charitable object. ‘The three hundred and fifty francs were 
the produce of as many hours of extra labour. His first view 
was to liberate some prisoner; but, upon applying to the magi-- 
trates in the place of his residence, Geneva, there was not an 110- 
prisoned debtor to be found in any of the gaols of that town. He 
then remitted his gift to the Society for Christian Morals; who 
cave him his choice of liberating a prisoner, ransoming a Greek 
woman or child from the Turks, or founding a prize for the object 
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sbove stated. He chose the last; with an expression of deep con- 
at in bestowing his donation he had not been sufticiently 
divested of a proud and selfish spirit. The Society have made up 
the sum to five hundred fraucs ; hoping the example of this labour- 


tition, th 


ad 


‘ng man may teach others in the same condition of life, to “ go 
and do likewise.” ‘Phe friends of charitable and religious insti- 
rutions in France, are judiciously endeavouring to promote among 
the working classes, those sentiments of charity and Chrisiian 
duty which are so honourably conspicuous in this country, and to 
which our Bibic and Missionary Lnstitutions are indebted for a very 
large part of their resources.” 


Bible Questions. —Explain the parable of the householder in the 
second lesson for the 12th Sunday after Trinity viz. Matt. xx. 

How do you understand the expression ‘‘ many be called but few 
chosen.” 

Consult the Commentaries of Mant and D’Oyly, Whitby, Ham- 
mond, Pearee and Burkitt; Wogan onthe lessons. Answers to be 
returned on the above Sunday. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Horne on the Study of the Bible—On the cover of the June number of the 
Christian Journal, proposals were inserted for an American edition of Mr. Horne’s 
Compendious Introduction to the Study of the Bible. Very soou after the publication 
of that number, it was ascertained that Mr. Horne had already given in London a 
second and improved edition of this interesting and highly valuable work. The print- 
ing of the proposed edition was consequently delayed, and it will not be proceeded 
inuntila copy of the improved oneis obtained. In the mean time, subscriptions are 
solicited, and will be received on the terms stated ; and when the improved copy is 
received, it will be immediately put to press, and finished with allspeed, Our cleri- 
cal friends and others will oblige the publishers by circulating this information, and 
procuring for the work the patronage to which it is so eminently entitled. 

Wyatt's Prayers.-—-Proposals are issued at Baitimore, for the publication of a 
volame under the title of “ Prayers for the use Families and Individuals, compiled 
from the Liturgy of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and from the Devotional Wri- 
tmgs of various Authors; together with a Calendar, pointing out a suitable portion 
of Scripture for the Family Worship of every day in the year: and also a selection 
of Psalms and Hymns By William Edward Wyatt, Associate Minister of St. Paul's 
Parish, Baltimore.” 

Phis work will make about 350 pages, and will be delivered to subscribers, bound, 
atone dollar and a quarter a copy. 

Paley’s Sermons.--Proposals are issued in Boston, for the publication of two 
volumes of Sermons by Archdeacon Paley, recently published in England by the 
Kev. Edmund Paley, Vicar of Easingwald, and not imcluded in the collection of his 
sermons heretofore presented to the public. ,‘They are to be neatly printed in octavo, 
on good paper at four dollars a copy. Subscriptions for the above works will be re 
ceived at the office of the Gospel Messenger, aud by E. Tuaver. 
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Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianty in 
South- Carolina.— Theological Library. 


Acknowledgement by the Librarian of donations during the month of July. 

By the Rev. John Dickson, Dickson on the Esseutia!s of of Religion, 12mo. sheep. 

By Miss Maria H. and Miss Harriet Pinckney, Rev. Sir Adam Gordon's Discourses 
on the Homilies, 2 vols. 8vo. boards. Kidd on the Trinity, 8vo. boards. Storr and 
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Flatt’s Elementary Course of Biblical Theology, translated from the Germay, it 
additions by S S. Smucker, 2 vols. 8vo boards. Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclesiastica 
History, to which is prefixed the Life of the Author, 3 vols, 8vo. calf. Miller's Les. 
ters on Clerical Manners and Habits, 12mo. boards. Alexander onthe Canon of ;), 
Old and New Testament ascertained, or the Bible complete without the Apocrypha 
and Written Traditions, l2mo. boards. 

By the Hon. Thomas S. Grimké, Missionary Herald for June, 1827, 8vo. stitches 
And some Pamphlets. 

gy Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received'at the Librar, 


Vo. 79 Brord-street, between King and Meeting streets. 


Ise 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr, Hobart, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Nx). 
York.—-On Sunday, June 3d, 1827, in St. John’s Chapel, New-York, Mr. Albert Hoy; 
was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

— On Sunday, July 1, 1827, in St Thomas Church, New-York, Mr. Hiram Adains. 
Mr. John W. Curtis, Mr. William A. Curtis, Mr. Samuel Fuller, jun. and Mr George 
L. Hinton, Alumni of the General Theological Seminary, were admitted to the Ho, 
Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Connecticut —Oy 
Wednesday, June 6th, 1827, in Christ Church, Hartford, Mr. Norman Pinney was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and the Rev. John 8. Stone, Deacon, was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocess.---On Tuesday, Jun: 
12th, 1827, in St. Paul’s Chuch, North-Kingston, R.1I. Mr. Clement F. Jones was ad. 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

By the Right Dr. Chase, Bishop of the P E. Church in Ohio.—On Sunday, June 
10th, 1827, In Knox County, Ohio, Mr. West was admitted to the Holy Order o! 
Deacons; and on Sunday, June 17th, to that of Priests. This gentleman came tw 
the U. S. as a special messenger from the friends of Kenyon College, and returns to 
England to solicit further contributions ; after which, he will return and settle in Ohio. 


CONSECRATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop of P. E. Church in Maryland.—On Wednes- 
day, May 23d, 1827, St. Margaret’s Church, Westminister Parish, Ano Arunde! 
€ounty, was solemualy consecrated to the Christian worship of Almighty God 

By the hight Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Pennsylvania.--On 
Saturday, June 16th, 1827. St Mary’s Church, Hamiltonville, was solemnly conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God. 

— On Sunday, July 8th, 1827, St. John’s Church, Carlisle, was solemnly conse- 
crated to the Christian worship of Almighty God. 
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CALENDAR FOR AUGUST. 


2. Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Young Men’: 
Missionary Society. 
5. Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
6. Monthly meeting of the Trustees of the P. E. So. for the Advancement of 
Christianity in So. Caro. 
12. Ninth Sunday afier Trinity, 
19. Tenth Do do. 
24. St. Bartholomew. 
26. Eleventh Sunday after Trinily. 
30. Meeting of the StandingComumittee of the Protestant Episcopal Young Men* 
Missionary Society. 








